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that the Treaty of Paris provided in Section 14 for an independent
Customs service in the Free City with merely a general right of control
by Poland. Poland had step by step transformed this privilege into
a highly specialized system of inquisition, using such specious argu-
ments as the development of commercial activity or the growth and
complication of the Customs service. The Daiiziger Neueste Nach-
richten countered with the following figures:

1929                         1938

Number of Polish Inspectors                27                           100

Tonnage through the Port .    8.5   million   tons,    7.1   million   tons,

of a value of 1.5    of a value of 500
milliards of zlotys        million zlotys

So far as numbers are concerned, in almost all the posts on the
frontier of East Prussia the inspectors largely exceeded the Danzig
officials of the same rank, for example at Kalthof by twelve to one.

In general this inspired article did not maintain the same pretence
of dispassionate consideration. Its conclusion under the headline,
"Poland wrecks the Customs Union," is most provocative. It insists
that the Warsaw Government must give up its new claims, otherwise
"the economic policy of Danzig must be directed not only to new
outlets, but also to new sources of supply." The meaning of this
threat is obvious; the reference is to rumours of an opening of the
frontier with the Reich.

LA TOURNELLE.

No. 176

M. DE SAINT-HARDOUIN, French Charge d'Affaires in Berlin,
to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, August 1, 1939.

A FORTNIGHT ago various reliable reports reached the Embassy
which seemed to show that about the middle of July an important
:hange had taken place in the attitude of the Fiihrer.   He had become
:onvinced that France and Great Britain were firmly resolved to
lonour their obligations to Poland,  and that,  this being so,  the
ran the risk, if it pushed the matter of Danzig to extremes,
provoking general conflict.    The impression had moreover been
given that the leaders of the Reich were anxious to provide them-
selves with means of drawing back or of letting the matter rest for
i time without relinquishing their aims or excluding the possibility
}f pursuing them actively, if and when more favourable circumstances
3resented themselves.   The first phase of the Danzig affair, therefore,
ppeared to have led to a set-back for Herr von Ribbentrop, whom his
>pponents, and especially Field-Marshal Goering, accused, it was said,
f having irresponsibly involved Germany in a most dangerous policy,
that moment, it might have been deduced that the cause of peace
ad scored an important point.